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contracts for "all the vast government
business of that character.

He was always ready to take up a
collateral enterprise that promised re-

sults. When the Mississippi river was
reopened to commerce by the fall of
Vlckaburg and Port Hudson, Captain
Will Ilallam was the first to see and
seize tbe opportunity, lie bought ev-

erything be could lay his bands on In
tbe wsy of steamboats and barges and
sent them all upon trading royages
eacb under charge of a captain, but
eacb directed by bis own masterful
mlnd-- up and down the Mississippi,
and up and down tbe Ohio, tnd op and
down every navigable tributary of
those great rivers,

It was Captain Will Hallam's prac-
tice to make partners of all men wbo
might render blrn service. Thus when
be saw how great I business there
must be at Cairo In supplying I'ltta-bur- g

steam coal to the government
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fleets ou tbe Mlaalaalppl and to the '

"Yes ample. How far doe your
freight extend up and down the levee?"

"It's pretty nearly TTmIIe;nbuT"I
bave other watchmen on other parts
of It. This Is a new cargo, Your beat
will extend" And be gave the young
man his boundsrles.

"You'll be off duty at sunrise. Come
to me at 7 o'clock for your pay, I'm
Captain Will Ilallam. Anybody In
Cairo will tell you where my office Is.
Good night."

The night paaaed without event of
consequence. There were two or three
little Area born of the holiday celebra-
tion, but Guilford Duncan niaimged
to euppreaa them without difficulty.
Later In the night the swartn of cot

thousands of other steamboats traff-

icking In those waters be went at
onco to Pittsburg, and two days later
be bad made a certain Captain Red bis
partner In the control of that vastly
rich trade. ,,,!,Captain Red was the largest owner
of tbe Pittsburg mines and the pioneer
In tho business of carrying coal laden
barges In acrea and scores of acres
down tbe river, pulling them with
stern wheel steamers of large power,
but still of a power Insufficient for the PI PlMltiiiWPI

ton thieves, mainly boys and girls. In-

vaded the levee, with bags convenient-
ly slung over tbelr shoulders. As there
wero practically no policemen In the
town and as bis best was a large one,
young Duncan for a time bad difficulty
In dealing with these marauders. But
after be hnd arrested half a dozen of
them only to And that there were no

accomplishment of the best results.
Captain Red's fleet was unable to

control tbe trade. Captain Ilallam
pointed out to him tbe desirability of
making U adequate and dominant.
Within two days the two had formed a
partnership which Included a number
of New York bankers and Investors as
unknown and silent stockholders In
tbe enterprise, and an abundant capi-
tal waa provided. An order was given
for the hurried building of the AJax,
the Hector, the Agamemnon, tbe Her-
cules and half a dozen other stern

CIIAPTKII V.

was n tlitli' afler sunset on May

IT HO. I8il5, when young Purican wont
indiore from t ho towhont lit Cairo,
Tin' town was nblnKA with (Ire-wor-

fur ii local celebration of the
close of the wnr whs In progress a he
fltade lit way uq the slo of tlm levee
through ii ii now jttinigwy that mo
between (wo Mountainous lliM of cot-

ton bale. At other oli)lM there were

quslly great piles ot corn and out In

arks, pork In barrels, hams mi bacon
la bone nml finer goods of every kind
la bales mid pacKliiK 'oases, for' Cairo
WSS JUSt It I lilt I time tll busiest en-

trepot In nil the Mississippi valley.
Tbe town wan small, but It business

' wss larger tlmu Unit of innny great
cities. TIih ll(ili city Iny nt the point
where tbe (hlo river rmm Into tint Mis-

sissippi, From up nml down tin Mis-

sissippi, from tin Oliln, from tho Ten-

nessee nml ill" Cumberland niul even
from fur up the Missouri great fleets
of KteitmlMiiitH were binding nt Cairo
every diiy to lmd nml imloinl cnrgiMi
representing n wealth us rrent aa that
Of the Indies. A iloillile lieiuleil Hill
road from the north carrying the prod-
uce of half a doxeii Ntntea and con-

necting hy other roml with all the
great t itle of the fain) made Ita terinl-nu- a

at Cairo, Two riillronda from the
until traversing five Ntntea ended

their linen nt Columbus, a little further
down the river, and wen? connected
with the northern lino by ateamhonta
from Cnlro.

Cairo wna the meeting place, of com-were- e

tM'tween tho north and the aoutli.
Out of the upper rlvera esrne light
draft ateiunera. Plying the river below
were steamers of far different con-

struction ly reason of the eaaler con-

ditions of navigation, At Cairo every
steamboat, whether from north or
aotitb, unloaded Ita freight for reahlp- -

wheel steamers of power so great that
they could carry the coal needed for
their own furnaces, but must tow It In
barges alongside.

These jiowerful steamers were to
push vaat fleets of coal laden barges
down the river all the way from Pitts-
burg on tho east to fit Louis on the
west and New Orleans on the south.
Tbey were to supply, through Hallam's
agents, every town along the river and
every steamboat that trafficked to any
part of it. Hallam was master of It
all. Cairo was to be the central dis-

tributing point and if anybody along
the river owned a coal mine In Ken-

tucky or Indiana or elsewhere he was
quickly made to understand that bis

'Why did you do that, thtnf
police officers to whom be could turn
them over be adopted new plan. He
secured a heavy stick from a bale of
bay, and with that he clubbed every
cotton thief he could catch. As a sol
dler It wss bis habit to adapt means to
ends, so bo hit bard at heads and seis-
ed upon all tho atoleu goods. Tbua

Thoroughly Illustrated

By 265 Actual Photographs
taken at the time of the Awful

Catastrophe

paaaed Guilford Duncan'a Drat night
as a common soldier In the great army
of Induatry.

best means of marketing bis product
at a profit was to sell It through tbe
Dallam yards at Cairo.

In tbe meanwhile, as one region aft-
er another In the south was conquered
by tbe Union arms, Captain Hallam,
whose long river service bad brought
blrn Into acquaintance with pretty
nearly everybody worth knowing aouth
of Cairo, established agents of his own
at every point where there was cotton
to be bought at extravagant prices,
payable In gold, even while the war
waa going on. These agents bought
the cotton, the planters agreeing to de-

liver It upou the banks of the rivers
and leare It there at Hallam's risk.
Then Captain Hallam'a steamboats,
big and little, would push tbelr way up
the little rlvera, take tbe cotton on
board and carry It to Cairo.

Captain Will Hallam was quick to
make up his mind with regard to a
man. He waa exceedingly accurate In
bla human Judgments, too, and his con-
fidence In them hnd been strengthened

In the morning at the hour appointed
be presented himself to Captain Will
Ilallam and was taken Into that per
son's private office for an Interview.

CHAPTER VI.
WILL ILALLAM wasrAPTAIN of the very shrewdest

roent up or down tho river, ta the case
might be, upon steamboata of differ-
ent type or by rail. And all the freight
brought north or aouth by rail moat
tlao be tranaferred at Cairo, either to
river steamers or to railroad can.

The aouth waa atlll thronged with
northern troopa, numbering bundreda of
tbonaanda. who mnat be fed and cloth-
ed and otherwtaa aupplled, and ao the
forernment'a own trifflo through the
town waa In Itaclf a trade of vast a.

But that waa the amalleat
part of the matter. Now that the war
waa at an end the aouth waa setting
to work to rebuild Itaelf. From the
Cumberland and the Tennessee rlvera,
from the tower Mlaalaalppl, from the
Arkansas, the Yasoo, the Red river,
the White, the St Francis and all the
Mst of the waterwaya of tho aouth en-

ergetic men of broken fortuuo were
harrying to market nil the cotton that
they hnd managed to grow nml to anvo
during the war, In order that they
might got money with whirl) to buy
the auppllea needed for the cultivation
of new rropH.

Trctty nearly nil thla cotton came to
Cairo, either for aale to eager buyera
there or for shipment to the eaat and
t market

In return the planter and the south-r- n

mercbanta through whom they did
business were clnmoroua for auch
goods aa tboy needed. Grain, hay,
pork, bacon, agricultural Iniplemonta,
eed potatoea, lime, plaater, lumber
nd everything elae neceaaary to the

rebuilding ot aouthern homo and In-

dustries waa pouring Into Cairo and
out again by train loada and ateam-toa- t

cargoea night and day.
Aa Guilford Duncau emerged from

by experience In successfully acting i

upon them. As he phrased It he "knew !

bow to slw a man up," and as tbe em- - j

ptoyer of multitudes of men In all

This great book which retails at $1.50
and so much desired by every one is now
offered as a premium with

1 J aenao, fairly though not liber-all- y

educated, whoae life from
boyhood onward bad been devoted to
tho task of taking o,nlck advantage of
every opportunity that the great river
traffic of the fifties bad offered to men
of enterprise and sound Judgment.

Beginning aa a barefoot boy about
I860 or earller-- he never mentioned
the date--he had "run the river" In all
sorts of capncltles until when the war
came, temporarily paralyzing the river
trade, he bad a comfortable little sum
of money to the good.

Unable to foresee what the course
and outcome of the war might be, he
determined ns a mensuro of prudence
to Indulge hltnHcIf ami his little board
In a period of anfe wultlng. He con-

verted all his poaseaalona Into gold and
teposlted the whole of It In u Cana-fllu- ti

bank, where, while It ennicil no

Interest, it was nt any rate perfectly
lafe.

me
parts of the country and In all sorts of
capacities be had dally need of the
skill he had acquired In that art. It
was as much a part of bis equipment
for the conduct of his vast and varied
enterprise as was bis money capital
Itself.

When young Duncan presented him-

self , In the private office after his
night's vigil as a watchman Captalu
Hallam asked him to sit Captain Hal-
lam bad been Impressed by this new-

comer, and he wanted to talk with
him.

He broke at once Into a catechism.

"Why did you do thut little Are ex

Mormimg' Astorian
tinguishing net lust night?''

Ho asked the question precisely as
ho might have done If he bad resented j

tho saving of his wculth of cottou.
"Oh, It wns simple enough. The Are

meant damage, nud I was there. So,
of course, I put it out."

"But why? The cotton wasn't yours,
and you hadn't been hired to watch it."

"No, of course not. Hut when a gen
tle 1 'menu when " limn
sees property nil re be doesu't ask
whose It is,, bbforo putting out the
blaze."

"You're a .Virginian, I should say.
from your voice late of the rebel ar-

my. What's your rank?"
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"None now. I've put the war com

'

the alleyway between the cotton balea
and reached tho atreet at top of tho
leree a atlll burning fragment of the
flreworka fell upon a halo of which tho
bagging waa badly torn, exposing the
lint cotton In a way very tempting to
fire. With the Inatlnct of the aoldler
be Instantly climbed to tho top of tho
pile, tore away the burning bunchea of
lint cotton 11 ml threw thorn to the
ground, thus preventing furthor bujm.,

Aa be climbed down again a man
confronted hlin. i

"

"Aro you a watchman?" asked the
man,

'

,t
"No; I'm only a man In aearch ot

work", . . . :,
"Why did you dq.,thpt, then?" qupjjqd

the stranger, pointing to the still. Ruin-

ing cotton seattoreaon the ground.'
'

"On general principles,' I suppose,"
answered Duncnn. '.',Tlie,re would have
been a terrible fire If I hadn't" '

"What'a your name?"
"Guilford Duncan." v

,

Want work?"
-Yea."

"What sort?"
"Any aort for good wagea." That

last phrase waa tho result ot his stoker
experience.

"Well, do yon want to watch this
cotton tonight and see that no ,hann,
comes to It, either from lire or what's
worse the cotton thieves that go down
the alleys, pulling out all the lint they
can from the torn bales?"

,,-
-

"Yes, If I can have fair wages," ,'"Will $3 for the night be fair
wges?" -

Then ho sought nml secured a clerk-shi- p

In the commissary department of
tho army, living upon tho acant salary
that tho clerkship afforded and mean-

while acquainting himself in minute
detail with the food resources of every
quarter of tlm country, the menus nml
methods of transportation nml han-

dling and everything else that could In

'any wise aid him In making himself it

mahtor in commerce.
Then one day In ISO:!, when he hnd

satlsMl himself that, tlm fortunes' of
wnr were definitely turning- and that
lu the end the Union cause was destin-ed,'t- b

triumph, he made u chunge.
lie resigned his clerkship. lie re-

called his money from Cnnadn and
considerably increased nt least Its nom-
inal amount by converting the gold In-

to greatly depreciated greenbticks.
With this capital hu opened a com-

mission and forwarding house,nt Cairo,
together with a coal yard, a bank, Ave

wharf boats, half a dozen tugs, an In-

surance office, a flour mill and other
things. He scut for his brothers to act
aa his clerks and presently to become
bis partners.

from tbe beginning be made money
rapidly, and from the beginning he
was eagerly on the lookout for oppor-
tunities which In that time ot rapid
change were abundant He quickly
secured control of nearly all the com-

mission and forwardtng business that
centered at Cairo, Ry underbidding
tho government Itself ho preseutly, had

pletely behind me. I'm beglnuing life
anew."

"Good! 1 wish everybody, north and
southwould do the same. But fbols
won't, .alul i'ncii hre mostly fools, you
know, When did you get to Cairo?"

"About Ave minutes before you saw
me putting out the lire. I came down
the river on the big towboat."

"Where's your baggage?"
"On my back. 1 hare uo other

clothes. I'll buy some when I earn
some money."

"Where have you been sluce the sur
render?" avoid the rush."Maklug my way west"

"How?"
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